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The Colombian Congress of the Peoples (Europe) presents the following questions, 
denunciations and demands: 

 
Persecution and scapegoating against Colombian social and political movements continues. 
 
The Colombian Congress of the Peoples brings to the attention of the international community the action of 
the National Police and the Prosecutor-General’s office, which on July 8th arrested 15 people in Bogotá on 
the alleged charges of “terrorism, criminal conspiracy, damage to property and rebellion”. A narrative is being 
concocted by some of the media and government agencies which labels them as members of the ELN and as 
being responsible for recent bombings in Bogotá. This is a judicial version of the military tactic of proclaiming 
“false positives”, where in response to political pressure to show results in the campaign against subversion, 
they have been chosen as scapegoats in order to justify repression. 
 
Among those arrested are feminists renowned for their defence of women’s right to choose, students, men 
and women prominent as community leaders, journalists, philosophers and young people involved in such 
organisations as the Coordinador Nacional Agrario (Peasant Confederation) or the National Youth Network 
for Social Transformation (TEJUNTAS). There are also people active in the defence of high-quality public 
education through organisations such as Student Identity and the Broad National Student Conference 
(MANE), and environmentalists working for urban renewal for the common good. 
 
Another important point is that several of those arrested were under threat from paramilitary groups during 
the last few months. Alexander Tibacuy, a member of the Peoples’ Congress, was arbitrarily detained on 
February 23rd, and Carlos Alberto Pedraza, leader of the 2014 peasant marches and also a member of the 
Peoples’ Congress, was murdered on January 21st. These events show a planned and growing pattern of 
persecution against our organisation, since the same model of harassment as was applied previously against 
other political and social movements is being repeated.  
 
The Colombian Peoples’ Congress (Europe) asks the Colombian government: 
 
Does the government want to make peace with the armed insurgency while declaring war on alternative 
social and political movements like the Peoples’ Congress? 
 
Do the government and the pro-government media want to maintain their strategy of accusing social and 
political organisations of being linked to insurgent movements so as to justify their extermination or their 
political disqualification? 
 
The Colombian Congress of the Peoples (Europe), which exists among the Colombian diaspora, demands of 
the Colombian authorities the immediate release, guarantees of due process and respect for the physical 
integrity of those arrested, both men and women. The treatment meted out to members of the Peoples’ 
Congress is anti-democratic because it denies the right of legitimate opposition. It is not possible to advance 
in a process of conflict resolution if distinct political movements are denied their participation in democratic 
forums and are denied the right of free expression and to work to bring about necessary changes in the 
current state of inequality and injustice. As the Congress of the Peoples we demand guarantees of political 
participation, of the right to social protest and freedom of expression in Colombia, and we call upon the 
international community to express solidarity with our struggles and demands.  
 
It is essential that the Colombian political and judicial system should accept and respect the right to hold 
different views and conceptions of life, society and the economy for the benefit of the excluded.  
  
 


